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Throaghou! Aediralls, wherever'
blacks o congregare, there oxisia
umong Ihe trihes & wivong hellef in|
the acy of the “Death Bone." In
North Queensland ihis Insirument of
death v jovariably made trom & hie
man hone, «ix to wight Inches lﬂtl;
lapering at on? and 1o o sharp point;
e olbvr ead Is rounded ol with &
mizlure of bloodwood gum and nalive
bees' wax. Ihe venlra! portlon colour
vfl avcordiog to Lthe ochres (o be
lound in the specitic “couniry” from
whivh 1 comes, white, vellaw, und
iedl lines and rings, prodominating.
The method ol osing this deadiy in
siriment s vommon (o &l Lribes, sud
though (here arr many ollier wayn
ol encompassing an eafmy's death
Iy witcheraft W vogur among Lthe

che, It seems to be scknnwlediied
by them thal the Death Hoon Is the
spront and most deadly, for they ba
Heve thag the evil 14 embodied In the
thing aelf, and (herofore 11 s noi
necessary (o “wish"™ or coneentrale
the mind upou Lhe objective, ar I8
ather meéthods.

The boue Is  vuually lormed—orF
made—under the InBuence nf sirung
Incaniaiions, snd (ben anoluled Tha
anoluling is done secretly by oar of
two of The old men of Lhe (ribe, and
vonslsis of smvaring It Wil this e3u-
dnthon from & homan vorpes in dhe
nal siagey of pytrefucilon In snoint:
ine. e mutteresl Ineastatinns ard
sven sifonger (hah iose used in Lhe
mabking. and =0 secret they only the
ld menw yuing them know thelr power,
Tivs coremony over, the "hone” (n
roady for use. and, ax \here are Usie
ally muny blood feuds Awailing sei.
lirment, there Id no dearth of apphe
cints for lis services, The seiecied
vandidate then becomes the “polater,”
aml s permitted 1o carry tho deadly
thing o (he vicinity of his eoemy's
vimp alter oightfnl), In fall view of
his vietim, from u short distance, he
"pointa’ tha bone, Rome dealh bonos
ure colnidered more #Meagious than
athers, sid In the cast of & very pow:
erfal one, It ln poit evel Becessury
that the vietim should ses the insire
menl, lis reputation has probably 1re-
valled [ur and wide among (he (ribey,
and the ooy will be the same pree
vided thg victim “knowa” or s In
formed (hal e hax been “polnted’
Bach W the bellel in lts oMcacy that
thy vivilm Invarlubly slchens, and. in
plusty nine cases out of obg hondred,
Wwusles away and dies.

THE NATURAL REACTION,

OC course there i wn aftermath.
It the "polnter” o known (o the e
lafives of the vietim, be, oy the deall
of the bewitched, becomes o murked
man, and, sooner or later, by o spear
or wlichurafl merts his ond I, an
the othetr hand, (he aggrooser s oo
ki & woloemn conclave js cunven
wil of all the relalives, both hlood and
teibal, and the gulliv one & welected
I makes Nitle diference whether he
s immoveut or nol, Ouee he s sdjods-
il 1he avenger v appoluted. gbd bt 1s
Kis duly, ubave sverrihing olse in e,
o compars (he dealh of 1he selecied
min,. Bhould by meet bis fate in hia
etideavour, the ext In bloml relstion
| 2lilp takes on The task, und wn I Euoes
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worcerer cxpmpled, Hirmuge to
sid, Ihe death of u lubra & of small
arcouni. wnd thorefore It e of littie
cunstquence how she mests her end;
but In cuwes wherg Il In known thal
#he lun lieen the victim of open witehs
CTRIL 1 bn 6 vommod praciles Top et
Wland relations (o form w ponliive px
pesllibon, were oul Justher 1o ibe of
frnder, yeturn o thelr  irihe, and
cubialy wwall the roprinals which wew

wire tu follow, probubly mvolving (e
whiade trilie in 5 wor battle.




